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Discourse ethics, one of the most important positions in current philosophical ethics, defines itself as a macro-ethics for our technical and scientific civilization and as capable of responding to the challenges of our globalized, intercultural and deeply asymmetrical world. It is an ethical theory that lays the foundations for principles and basic moral norms and reflects on the problems of historical application of well-founded norms. In this context, Karl-Otto Apel has defined the notion of reciprocal co-responsibility and the principle of historical application. The tension between the ideal of universal ethical norms and the real context of application is found in both ideas. Nevertheless, this relation still lacks of a more precise determination and of an understanding of the problems, conflicts and specific dilemmas that arise in the process of responsible application of universal ethical norms. This contribution seeks to outline the theoretical implications of this problem and to demonstrate that the kohlbergian theory of moral development, as well as empirical studies by means of the Moral Judgment Test, developed by Georg Lind, offer possibilities to understand in a more accomplished way the tension we referred to. With this aim, we will present some results of an empirical study carried out with students of the National University of Rio Cuarto, Argentina. After the application of the MJT, we conducted interviews that shed light not only on some inconsistencies of the moral judgment of the respondents but also on specific dilemmas for making responsible decisions in real action situations.
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